CHAPTER HI

WALWAL

DURING the three years which followed De Bono's first
visit to Eritrea, Italy worked up a clandestine campaign
against Ethiopia. This was intended to culminate in
December, 1934, with the carefully staged 'frontier
incident* at Walwal, Even before 1932 the Italians had
been arming some of the nomad tribes in the Ogaden,
amongst whom weapons and ammunition can buy
some measure of support.1 But intrigues by the consuls
within Ethiopia and by political officers on the frontiers
became steadily more intensive throughout 1933 and
1934, Neither England nor France in their most
acquisitive periods had ever worked the consular business
as blatantly as Italy, No one who was in Ethiopia
before the war has ever questioned the accuracy of the
complaint which the Emperor ultimately placed before
the League.

. * . . At places where there is not a single Italian
national, a consul establishes himself in an area
known as consular territory with a guard of about
ninety men, for whom he "claims jurisdictional im-
munity. This is an obvious abuse of consular privileges.

The abuse is all the greater that the consul's duties,
apart from the supplying of information of a military
character, take the form of assembling stocks of
arms, which constitute a threat to the peace of the
1G, L. Steer, C&sar in Abyssinia, 15.
46